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BOOK REVIEWS. 

Legal Masterpieces. By Van Vechten Veeder. St. Paul, 
Minn. Keefe-Davidson Company 1903. Two volumes, pp 
xxiv, 1324. 

The purpose of the editor in making this collection of addresses 
and judicial opinions has been, he assures us, "to bring together, 
from the whole field of legal literature, specimens of the best mod- 
els of the various forms of discourse and composition in which the 
lawyer's work is embodied. " Even a cursory glance at the contents 
of these two handsome volumes will convince any student of legal 
literature that Mr. Veeder has attained his purpose. Every selec- 
tion is admirable. Every one is entitled to rank as a legal master- 
piece. It is hardly to be expected, however, that this collection 
will satisfy every reader. While no one ought to object to the 
presence of any argument or opinion which is here reprinted, the 
absence of any specimen from Story, or Kent, as well as from other 
favorite jurists will disappoint many a student of the volumes. If 
this feeling of disappointment is strong enough, it may result in a 
rival compilation; and certainly there is ample material for a sec- 
ond, or even a third, collection of legal masterpieces. 

The authors represented in these pages are Lord Mansfield, 
Thomas Erskine, Alexander Hamilton, Lord Stowell, Curran, 
Marshall, Brougham, Horace Binney, Webster, Cockburn, Benjamin 
R. Curtis, Wendell Philips, O'Connor, Richard Henry Dana, Jeie- 
miah S. Black, David Dudley Field, Evarts, Lord Bowen, and 
James C. Carter. The selections from each are preceded by a brief 
biographical sketch of the author and a critical estimate of his 
work. These contributions of the editor are very interesting and 
valuable. 

It will be observed that the selections are confined to modern 
writers. This is due to the fact that, in the editor's opinion, law 
and literature were completely divorced until Mansfield and 
Blackstone. Coke was "a dry legist," "knowing little of general 
literature and caring still less," while the "great names even of 
Hale, Hobb and Nottingham have come down to us in work 
which, though invaluable in substance, shows, as a rule, small 
approach to art." Since the age of Mansfield and Blackstone, 
however, there have been scholarly lawyers in abundance, and their 
addresses and opinions have been reported with fulness and accu- 
racy. It is easy, therefore, to select from modern forensic litera- 
ture "specimens designed to indicate the best methods of making 
the thought of the lawyer most effective; to show discourse as a 
system of thought animated by a rational order and sequence of 
ideas, and to display the effect of skill and taste in expression." 



